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It’s Her Story—Rosa Parks 
Lauren Burke (author) & Shane Clester (illustrator) 

Sunbird Books (Hardcover, £7.99) 

 

Inspired by the real events that happened in 

America in 1955, this graphic novel from Sunbird 

Books lives up to their aims to represent strong, lively 

and diverse voices. Rosa’s story reflects the struggles 

in the civil rights movement and introduces a complex 

issue to young children in an accessible way. The 

detailed illustrations by Shane Clester illustrate Rosa’s 

life story, from her early life in Alabama to her brave 

stand against unfair segregation laws and into her 

later life.  

The engaging narrative is revealed to the reader 

using consecutive drawings and through dialogue 

presented in speech bubbles which 

enables the reader to really see 

how the characters are feeling. The 

author has captured Rosa’s story in 

a charming and entertaining way 

that also communicates a clear 

message to the reader. 
For more details about this novel, read 

the article by the author Lauren Burke 

which starts on page 15. 

The Last Bear 
Hannah Gold (author) & Levi Pinfold 

(illustrator) 

Hodder Children’s Books  

(Paperback, £6.99) 

 
Join 11-year-old April, hopeful for a 

chance to get closer to her recently 

bereaved father, on a thrilling trip to 

the Arctic. There, she befriends and helps an injured 

polar bear, alone and trapped on the island. With the 

help of an old encyclopedia, April works out what has 

happened and is determined to get the bear back 

home to Svalbard, made all the more difficult because 

the ice route has melted. Central to this stunning 

adventure is the spectre of climate change and the 

message that we can all do something to help the 

earth and the creatures that inhabit our planet. The 

themes of kindness, bravery and doing the right thing 

are also pivotal issues which the author does not shy 

away from. A captivating tale, beautifully illustrated by 

the talented Levi Pinfold, this is a feel-good story that 

will stay with you long after you finish it. 

Agent Weasel and the Robber King 
Nick East (author & illustrator) 

Hodder Children’s Books (Paperback, £6.99) 

 
This is the third in the series of tales about the 

legendary super-spy, Agent Weasel. Well, perhaps not 

legendary, or celebrated, or highly thought of—perhaps 

just well known. Along with his best chum and expert 

chef, Doorkins Dormouse, he keeps the United 

Woodlands safe from danger= until an air-strike floods 

the woodland and Agent Weasel is on a mission to 

discover and apprehend the elusive Robber King. 

Perfect for reading together or independently, this 

fast-paced, witty adventure includes fabulously detailed 

illustrations and facts about 

woodlands and their inhabitants 

cleverly sneaked into the 

storyline. Will Agent Weasel be 

able to spot the clues and save 

the woodland? After ‘mountains 

of precious shiny stuff’ and 

‘ t w i n k l i n g  t r i n k e t s ’  a r e 

discovered, adult readers won’t 

be surprised when the identity of 

the Robber King is finally 

revealed. 

Storm Dragon 
Dianne Hofmeyr (author) & Carol Thompson (illustrator) 

Otter-Barry Books (Hardcover, £12.99) 

 

A small child and her grandpa set out on a stormy day 

in search of the elusive storm dragon. This initial idea of 

even considering venturing outdoors to battle the 

elements sets the excitement for the rest of the story 

and reveals a special relationship between old and 

young where imagination and bravery open the door to 

adventure. This grandpa is clearly not going to make 

sure that his protégée is well wrapped up. 

Together, Grandpa and grandchild gather their 

equipment and off they go, against a backdrop of a 

tempestuous sea and blustery beach, wildly illustrated 

with splendid drawings from illustrator Carol Thompson. 

They discover evidence in the sand, such as dragon’s 

paws and dragon’s claws. They hear and smell the 

approaching dragon and take refuge in a pirate ship 

before racing home to safety. But wait—the dragon is in 

hot pursuit. What will 

happen when she finds 

them? 

This is a delightful read-

aloud book to share with 

young children with rhythm 

and rhyme throughout and 

plenty of opportunities for 

joining in. 
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The Lost Child of Chernobyl 
Helen Bate (author & illustrator) 

Otter-Barry Books (Hardcover, £12.99) 

 

The real events of the global environmental disaster at 

Chernobyl in April 1986 are the setting for this poignant 

graphic novel. During that spring night, the residents of 

Chernobyl in Ukraine were awoken by the sound of an 

explosion and a bright light in the sky. A nuclear reactor in 

the power station has exploded, spewing a radioactive 

cloud into the air which will blow across the northern 

hemisphere. 

This is the story of an imaginary lost 

child, raised by wolves and taken in by 

two old ladies. Will she ever be 

reunited with her family? The story is 

told as a graphic novel which uses 

imagery to convey the events of the 

time and also the hopes and fears 

of the characters featured.  
For more details about this novel, read the 

article by the author Helen Bate which 

starts on page 33. 

Fourteen wolves 

Catherine Barr (author) & Jenni Desmond (illustrator) 

Bloomsbury Children’s Books (Hardcover £12.99) 

 

Subtitled ‘A rewilding story’, 

this narrative non fiction tells 

the story of how, for hundreds 

of years, wolves roamed ’free 

and fierce’ in Yellowstone 

park in America. But by the 

1930s, hunters had expunged 

them from this habitat, 

resulting in the whole eco-

system of the park starting to 

collapse as elk thrived 

unchecked. ‘The land fell 

silent’. 

A daring plan was hatched in 1995 and a decision 

made to re-introduce wolves to the park. This book is 

the  story of their homecoming. Beautifully written with 

descriptive and evocative language, the land and the 

animals are brought vividly to life and the stunningly 

beautiful illustrations clearly reflect the feral and 

shadowy environment of Yellowstone Park.   

The ‘fourteen wolves’ of the title refer to the wolves 

that were brought to Yellowstone from the Canadian 

Rockies. This amazing recount of rewilding shows just 

how important every species is to our planet and is an 

ideal read for young conservationists and animal 

lovers alike. 

Wolves have traditionally had a bad press.  

Whatever your opinion of these creatures, you will be 

rooting for their success in this inspiring true story.  

 A Turtle’s View of the Ocean Blue 
Catherine Barr (author) & Brendan Kearney (illustrator) 

Lawrence King Publishing Ltd (Hardcover, £14.99) 

 

From the clear explanation of the tides and currents, 

to the five oceans on our planet, this fascinating and 

complex topic is introduced to young readers in an 

engaging and charming way by the clear voice of an 

expert—the author has previously worked as a 

G r e e n p e a c e  S e a  T u r t l e 

campaigner so knows her stuff. 

We are welcomed by our guide, 

a sea turtle, who takes the reader 

on a journey around the marvels 

that take place on the earth and 

talks about what we can all do to 

save our home in the universe. 

Striking and detailed illustrations 

complete this incredible guide.   

Book Reviews 

Shu Lin’s Grandpa 
Matt Goodfellow (author) & Yu Rong (illustrator) 

Otter-Barry Books (Hardcover, £12.99) 

 

On Shu Lin’s first day at school, she stands by herself 

in the playground, despite some children trying to get her 

to join in. She sits alone in the dining hall with her little 

boxes of brightly coloured food. Barney notices and 

comments, but we are viewing this through the eyes of 

Dylan, who, it is revealed, has been in similar 

circumstances. When the teacher announces that Shu 

Lin’s grandpa is coming into school to show his paintings, 

Barney remains unimpressed. ‘What’s the point if he can’t 

even speak English?’ he says. 

However, when Shu Lin’s grandpa shows the children 

his beautiful Chinese paintings, there is silence. Shu Lin 

later shows the class how to hold the paintbrush properly 

and how to get smooth strokes for the dragon’s scales. 

Opening the spectacular fold out spread, an exquisite 

Chinese landscape is 

unveiled. 

This enchanting story 

d e m o n s t r a t e s  h o w 

tolerance and finding 

common interests can 

capsize our initial reactions 

to the unfamiliar and can 

l e a d  t o  g r e a t e r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 

warmth. 
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Cow in a crash helmet 
Pauline Tucker (author) & Basil Waite (illustrator) 

Wordcatcher Publishing (Paperback, £6.99) 

 

Meet Myrtle the accident-prone cow in the first in a 

series of her mis-adventures. Suspend your disbelief 

that animals can communicate with each other (and 

with the indulgent farmer) and just enjoy the ride/ 

flight/ ski as Myrtle embarks on some quirky capers. 

Spot the little touches of humour like the Cowasaki 

motorbike and the fact that a cow owns a purse. 

Myrtle’s demands are fleshed out with background 

information and explanations to make this unlikely 

story seem almost believable and the storyline of 

sponsorship by Dairy Co. Dairies adds to that 

credibility. Whimsical illustrations 

depicting poor  Myrtle in various 

scrapes help the reader picture 

her predicaments. 

  An entertaining and lively read 

with a great storyline and some 

ambitious vocabulary, this book 

will appeal to adults who want to 

read it  aloud to younger readers 

and to emerging readers who 

want to go it alone. 

Just Like You 
Jo Loring-Fisher (author & illustrator)  

Otter-Barry Books (Hardcover, £12.99) 

 

Another book aiming to make a difference from 

Otter-Barry Books. We see a little girl, simply but 

beautifully drawn, showing the reader all the ways in 

which she is the same as them. However, sharp 

eyes will spot that some of the background 

illustrations are revealing more than we are being 

told. 

This little girl is in a different place, revealed in the 

final spread. This is a simple, moving story which is 

full of hope and a strong 

m e s s a g e  t h a t  t h e 

feelings of belonging and 

b e i n g  s a f e  a r e 

paramount. Just like you, 

the little girl is sometimes 

happy and sometimes 

sad. She feels cosy when 

she is cuddled. Don’t we 

all? A lovely story for 

young children to grasp 

and appreciate how 

others live. 

The Spelling Book 
Jane Considine (author)  

The Training Space Paperback £19.99  

(publishing on 14th June 2021) 

 

Text books for teachers don’t usually make it into the pages of our book reviews 

but I have made an exception with this hot-off-the-press series from straight talking 

English consultant and author Jane Considine. This is a book that couldn’t come 

soon enough. 

I knew we were off to a good start as soon as I spotted the words ‘phonics’ 

‘morphology’ and ‘etymology’. No book on English spelling would work without this 

particular trio. The image shown here is for the Year 2 book but there is an age-

specific book for every year group, each with a full year’s spelling system for primary 

school children. 

The system on which the recommendations are based are the principles which form the basis of word 

construction and are rooted in the English alphabetic code. Yes, there are gimmicks and prizes, but they are 

underpinned by a sound knowledge of how English spelling works and a fundamental requirement to ‘stop 

testing spelling and start teaching it’—a far cry from tedious weekly tests. 

Children are encouraged to be, for example, word gatherers, sorters, pattern finders, etc. and are provided 

with opportunities to investigate how words work and get excited about spelling. Amongst many other 

approaches, they are shown how to take a hypothesis about spelling (e.g. in words ending in le, the le is 

preceded by a double letter) and then carry out their own investigations to prove or disprove this. 

This book is jam-packed with spelling approaches and activities to engage children and inspire a love of, 

and curiosity about, how words work. It also includes detailed and useful notes for teachers to support the 

introduction of key concepts. In Jane’s own words: 

‘Together, let’s cast a spell for the next generation to be intrigued and enthusiastic about words.’ 

 I couldn’t agree more. 
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